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539 
TAXOTERE IS AGTIVB II ADVAMCED GASTRIC CIuQMna: 
BBsmss~ARlASEII(ZIllICALTUIAL 
A Sulkes, F Cavalli. A van Oosterom. S Kaye, 
J Wanders, Ii Franklin, for the EORTC Early Clinical 
Trials Group/NDDO (Amsterdam) and N LeBail, M 
Bayssas, Rhone-Poulenc, France. 

Twenty-six evaluable patients (pts) (17 males, 9 
females), median age 59 yrs (range 44-72) and median 
PS 1 (O-2). with advanced, untreated, measurable 
gastric Ca were given taxotere, loOmg/m2 IV over 30’ 
without premeditation, Q3W. Metastatic sites included 
the liver in 7 pts and retroperitoneal lymph nodes in 
8; 6pts (23X) achieved a partial remission, for a 
median of 3tms (2-B+). An additional 6 pts (23%) 
showed stabilization of disease.Pts have received a 
median of 2 cycles of taxotere (l-8) for a total of 
53 cycles. Bematological toxicity consisted mainly of 
non-cumqstive granulocytopenia, median nadir (day 7) 
0.36/mm (0.06-3.15). with 5 episodes of leukopenia 
and fever; non-hematological toxicity included 
universal alopecia, mild N&V, and allergic reactions 
with skin rash and pruritis. Two pts had supra- 
ventricular arrhythmia. Dose reduction was necessary 
in 18 cycles; there have been no drug-related deaths. 
Our preliminary data indicate activity of taxotere in 
gastric Ca. Updated results will be presented. 

541 
PHASE II STUD” OF GEM’XASINE IN PATlENTS WITH ADVANCED PANCREATIC CANCER. J. 
CarnWmd’.~? R. C. 0. R”sW’, M. F. Sc4”ta4. A. Hwr,r3. 0. SMed? J. SW”?. 

LIVER TRANSPLANTATION (OLT) FOR SMALL 
HEPATOCELLW CARCINOMA(HCC) IN CIRRHOSIS 

Liver Unit - Istituto Nazionalo Tumori 
V.Venezian.1 20133 Milan ITALY 

540 

COPISINATION 5-FLUOROURACIL (FU), FOLINIC ACID (FA) AND 
ALPHA-INTERFERCN 28 (IFN) IN ADVANCED GASTRIC CANCER 
B. Jii4er-MawP. R. Bernhard*+. O.Klein. 8. WYchte,r*, 9. 
Thmisw. B. Ba mum-Baretti=. W. Dimold-. K.-K. Necyer w 
Hischenfel&=* and A. Knuth- 
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PHASE II TRIAL OF TOPOTECAN IN ADVANCED PANCREATIC 
CANCER 
R Scher. CJ Lusch. F Green, R Kosierowski, M Simmonds. PF 
Angstrom. PJ O’Dwyer 
Fox Chsse Cancer Center and the Fox Chase Netwok:, PhiladelPhia, PA 
19111 USA. 

Topotecan is a semisynthetic water-soluble derivative of 
camptothch with pmnom2ed antitumr activity in pnzclinical models. 
Topotecan exerts its cytotoxic effects through inhibition of 
topoisomerase I. high levels of which in tumor cells correlate with 
sensitivity to the drug. In an ongoing phase II trial, we have treated 15 
patients with advanced or metastatic pancreatic cancer with topotecan 
1.5 mg/m’ as a 30-minute infusion daily for five days; courses were 
repeated every three weeks. The median age was 60 years (range 31- 
85). median performance status 1. and no patient had prior 
chemotherapy. The major toxicity was leukopenia, which was grade 3 
in seven and grade 4 in two patients. Thrombocytopcnia was grade 3 in 
one, grade 4 in two patients. Other side-effects included diarrhea (grade 
3) in two patients and elevated LFI’s in one. Among 15 evaluahle 
patients antitumor activity was observed in three; one patient had a 
partial mpome lasting two months and two had a minor response.. This 
study demonstrates preliminary evidence of the activity of topotecan in 
pancreatic cancer. 


